
 

 
2019 World Affairs Challenge  

Global Awareness Quiz Prep Questions 
Set 4 (Jan 28, 2019) 

 
1. Which predominantly Catholic European country legalized same-sex marriage on 

January 1st, 2019? 

2. What is the name of the newly inaugurated (Jan 2019) President of Brazil? 

3. Which African country shut off it’s internet access amid fears of voting fraud 

during their December, 2018 presidential election? 

4. The United States Federal Government experienced its longest shutdown in 

history in January of 2019 when the President and the elected officials in the 

House of Representatives could not reach an agreement on funding for what? 

5. In January 2019, China’s National Space Administration's robotic lander 

“Chang'e 4” successfully landed at the Von Kármán crater, which is where? 

6. This oil-rich but cash-poor South American country is in the midst of the worst 

humanitarian crisis in the Western Hemisphere in recent history. 

7. A tropical storm, locally named Usman caused catastrophic flooding and 

triggered deadly landslides in this Island nation in late December, 2018.  

8. Amidst his investigations into the Guatemalan president and other prominent 

members of the government,  Iván Velasquez, head of the UN-backed 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chang%27e_4


International Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala, Cicig, has been 

banned from returning to Guatemala. Why? 

9. This South American country formally withdrew from the UN's Global Compact 

for Migration pact in January of 2019.  

10.Muhammad V of Kelantan abdicated the throne as King of which Asian country in 

January, 2019 after his secret marriage to a former Russian beauty queen was 

apparently uncovered?  

 

ANSWER KEY (Includes helpful links to articles and research) 

1. Austria.  

2. Jair Bolsonaro 

3. Democratic Republic of the Congo 

4. A border wall between the US and Mexico. Read more about the shutdown here. 

5. On the far side of the moon. 

6. Venezuela 

7. The Philippines  

8. President Jimmy Morales and the Guatemalan government announced that 

Velasquez and the CECIG pose a threat to national order and public security. 

Read more.  

9. Brazil.  

10.Malaysia  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/austrian-women-celebrate-country-s-first-same-sex-marriage-n953876
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/10/jair-bolsonaro-brazil-presidential-candidate-181007020716337.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-46747352
https://www.politico.com/latest-news-updates/government-shutdown-2018
https://www.history.com/news/china-plans-historic-landing-on-dark-side-of-the-moon
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/01/30/venezuela-crisis-heres-everything-you-need-to-know.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/31/asia/philippines-storm-usman-intl/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/sep/05/guatemala-cicig-ivan-velasquez-jimmy-morales-ban
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/09/683634412/brazilian-president-bolsonaro-withdraws-from-u-n-compact-on-migration
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/07/world/asia/malaysia-king-muhammad-abdicates.html

