
 

 
2019 World Affairs Challenge  

Global Awareness Quiz Prep Questions 
Set 3 (Jan 1, 2019) 

 
1. Name 3 benefits of teens sleeping in and having a later school start time. 

2. Top colleges in the US are seeking diversity from which student population? 

3. President Trump announced in January of 2019 that a “humanitarian and security crisis” 

must be addressed before a government shutdown can end. Where is this “crisis” and what 

is President Trump’s proposed solution? 

4.  Representative Nancy Pelosi of California has been reelected to hold this position, the first 

woman to hold it in US History. 

5. Demonstrations centering on women’s rights and equality are becoming more frequent in 

this Asian country, recently named the most dangerous country in the world for women. 

6. This country reached a milestone in space exploration on Jan. 3, landing a vehicle on the far 

side of the moon for the first time in history, the country’s space agency announced. 

7. President Trump’s national security adviser, John R. Bolton, announced on Jan. 6 Mr. 

Trump’s decision to rapidly withdraw US troops from this country, laying out conditions for a 

pullout that could leave American forces there for months or even years. 

8. A trade war between the world’s two largest economies officially began on July 5 when the 

Trump administration imposed ____________, setting off a tit-for-tat skirmish that has 

affected companies and consumers in both countries. 



9. _____________ killed about  75,000 Americans last year, a record number that reflects a 

rise of around 10 percent, according to preliminary estimates from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. The death toll is higher than the peak yearly death totals from 

H.I.V., car crashes or gun deaths. 

10. On Oct. 17, Canada became the first major world economy to do this, beginning a national 

experiment that will alter the country’s social, cultural and economic fabric, and present the 

nation with its biggest public policy challenge in decades. 

11. On Oct. 28, a far-right, pro-gun, pro-torture populist was elected as Brazil's next president 

after a drama-filled and deeply divisive election that looks set to radically reforge the future 

of the world's fourth biggest democracy. What is his name? 

12. Fires raged on both ends of this US state in November 2018, spreading with breakneck 

speed and displacing hundreds of thousands of people in a state where a once-seasonal 

worry has become a near-constant terror. 

13. A major scientific report issued by 13 US federal agencies on Nov. 23, 2018 presents the 

starkest warnings to date of the consequences of _______________for the United States, 

predicting that if significant steps are not taken to rein it in, the damage will knock as much 

as 10 percent off the size of the American economy by century’s end. 

14. China said on Nov. 29, 2018 that it had suspended the work of a scientist who claims to 

have created the world’s first __________________, saying his conduct appeared to be 

unethical and in violation of Chinese law. 

15. US Defense Secretary _________________, resigned on Dec. 21 in protest of President 

Trump’s decision to withdraw American forces from __________________  and his rejection 

of international alliances. 

 



ANSWER KEY (Includes helpful links to articles and research) 

1. Refer students to to this article: 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/12/12/676118782/sleepless-no-more-in-s

eattle-later-school-start-time-pays-off-for-teens 

2. Transfer students. Listen to story here.  

3. Along the US border with Mexico / he proposes to build a border wall. 

4. Speaker of the US House of Representatives  

5. India. Read:Protests Near Hindu Shrine 

6. China. Read China Reaches Far Side of the Moon 

7. Syria. Bolton Puts Conditions on Syria Withdrawal 

8. Tariffs on $34 Billion worth of Chinese products. 

9. Drug overdoses. Read: Bleak New Estimates in Drug Epidemic 

10. Legalize recreational marijuana. Read: Canada Begins a National Experiment 

11. Jair Bolsonaro Read: The Weaknesses in Liberal Democracy  

12. California. Read: ‘Paradise Is Gone’: California Fires Devastate Communities 

13. Climate Change. Read: U.S. Climate Report Warns of Damaged Environment and 

Shrinking Economy 

14. Genetically edited human babies. Read: China Halts Work by Scientist  

15.  Jim Mattis / Syria 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/12/12/676118782/sleepless-no-more-in-seattle-later-school-start-time-pays-off-for-teens
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/12/12/676118782/sleepless-no-more-in-seattle-later-school-start-time-pays-off-for-teens
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/04/667381514/top-colleges-seeking-diversity-from-a-new-source-transfer-students
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/02/world/asia/india-women-wall-sabarimala.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/02/world/asia/china-change-4-moon.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/06/world/middleeast/bolton-syria-pullout.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/15/upshot/opioids-overdose-deaths-rising-fentanyl.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/17/world/canada/marijuana-pot-cannabis-legalization.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/01/world/americas/democracy-brazil-populism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/10/us/california-wildfires-paradise-malibu.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/23/climate/us-climate-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/23/climate/us-climate-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/29/science/gene-editing-babies-china.html

