
 

2019 Collaborative Question 
 
Pre-Event Team Preparations: 
 
Please click on the links below to watch a short video about each of these organizations 
BEFORE YOU COME TO THE WAC on 3/2/19. Each student will need to be familiar 
with these four organizations before the Collaborative Question event. The more you 
know about these organizations, the better prepared you will be for the CQ, so feel 
free to research the organization websites as well. 
 
UNHCR Cash Assistance Program - This organization supports the cash-based needs 
of refugees. “Cash assistance provides refugees with the power of choice. UNHCR 
provides cash-based assistance to refugees so they can meet their needs with dignity, 
are protected and can become more resilient.” 
 
Sesame Workshops & IRC This organization collaboration provides family visits to 
refugees for early reading and to teach family connectedness. “Less than 3% of all 
humanitarian aid worldwide goes toward education, so there is a distinct need for this 
type of intervention work. Childhood trauma (like those experienced by refugee children) 
negatively affects brain development. Brain science shows tangible evidence that 
meaningful connection with caring adults in the first five years of a child’s life has a 
greater impact than any other education they will receive. Additionally, literacy support 
to refugee children is vital to their educational foundation.” 
 
Mercy Corps - This organization provides skills and job training to refugees. “Today, the 
average displacement for a refugee is between 17-27 years, which is significantly longer 
than refugee situations of the past. Many refugees must remain in their new country for 
the foreseeable future. That’s why it’s critical to help refugees and people in their host 
communities establish livelihoods that can sustain them.” 
 
Refugees International - This organization advocates for lifesaving assistance and 
protection for displaced people and promotes solutions to displacement crises. They are 
an independent organization and do not accept any government or UN funding, 

https://youtu.be/WXyDFrPNs3E
https://youtu.be/oFBbOYaUYpo
https://youtu.be/QdNCmAcWwvU
https://youtu.be/Pve6WsPzJGg


enabling them to speak freely and advocate strongly. Their work focuses on the 
important refugee, displacement, humanitarian, and human rights issues that need 
urgent attention and action by government officials, policymakers, and other 
international organizations. The alliances between Refugees International and 
humanitarian aid groups ultimately strengthen assistance efforts for refugees and 
displaced people, improving their circumstances and elevating their security and dignity. 
Their mission is to be a powerful voice for lifesaving action. 
 


