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Activity 2.B: Circle of  Perspectives  
 
Phase: Introducing Smart Cities 
Subject: Politics, Sociology, Psychology, Debate 
Estimated time: 1hr + (15 minute brainstorm, 5 minute perspective development, two 20 minute 
discussions) 
Materials: Whiteboard, index cards, notebook or paper, Occupation Cards (at end of  lesson plan) 

Learning Goals: Students will assume the perspectives of  different people within the same 
community and reflect on how certain issues affect them and their neighbors. This discussion should 
help students to understand the wide ranging challenges cities in the near future will face, and how 
individual differences account for a variety of  attitudes among citizens.  

This is a Socratic activity in which students and the mentor/teacher should sit in a circle. The 
moderator (mentor/teacher) shall pose questions and challenge opinions with extra information and 
insight, making sure the discussion progresses and that students are thinking critically. 
 
1. Brainstorm challenges that we face (5-10 mins)  
Ask students what kind of  challenges we face as a society in our local community related to the 
WAC 2017 theme of  the Smart City.  What evidence do they have that this is a challenge? Write 
down responses on a board and get them connecting their own life to the lives of  other community 
members and other communities. Collaboratively choose one to focus on. This will be the topic for 
the rest of  the activity. 
 
Challenges to consider: 

Too much traffic 
Increasing homeless population 
Healthcare costs increasing 
Food cost increasing 
High cost of  access to clean / safe drinking water  
High cost of  education  
Allocation of  tax dollars (education, healthcare, roads, research) 
No option to recycle in certain neighborhoods 
Clean energy difficult to acquire 
Ethnic & Cultural diversification (influx of  immigrants to community) 

2. Brainstorm and assign character cards (5 mins)  
Pose the question: Who is (or is not) affected by the challenge you have selected? Cut out the 
character cards provided at the end of  the activity and distribute randomly.  

3. Develop the perspective (2-3 mins)  
On the back of  the students’ cards have them dig a little deeper and jot down some traits that they 
think their perspective may have.  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Some guiding questions to pose / write on the board as they brainstorm: 

How many hours per week do they work? 
What sector do they work in?  
How educated is this person?                                                                                             
What is their primary language for communication? 
Who do they socialize with? 
What is their socioeconomic status?  

4. First round (20 mins)  
Once perspective cards are selected and the traits are developed on the card, pose the following 
questions: 
 
 How does this challenge affect your perspective?  
 How would your life be different if  this challenge was overcome?  
 What makes you say this? 
 
Give students 3 minutes to prepare their thoughts for presentation. Each student will stand at their 
spot in the circle and present their perspective.  

Encourage students to take up a whole minute talking about their perspective even if  it is not fully 
developed. This is an excellent opportunity to have them practice thinking out loud in front of  an 
audience. During this time, allow discussion between each presentation and encourage students to 
challenge each other’s position. The presentations/discussions should take about 15 minutes total. 
 
5. Second round (20 mins)  
Round two follows the structure of  round one but students will first add a second trait to their 
perspective. 

Randomly assign one trait from below to each student. Traits include the following. Select the most 
fitting or appropriate for your students.  

Additional characteristics for second round: 

You are fresh out of  college 
You are elderly and retired  
You are from a developing country 
You and your family have a low socioeconomic background 
You are religious 
You are conservative 
You are liberal 
You have a family 
You are in debt 
You have elderly parents 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You are disabled 
You served in the military  

Once students have their second perspective added, pose following questions:  

How has your perspective changed? 
 What caused it to change? 

Give students 2 minutes to think about how their perspective is changed and how they now feel about 
the challenge. Then, follow the structure of  the first round: 1 minute presentation followed by 
discussion and questions from the peers and mentor. 
 
6. Wrap up (remaining time)  
Once everyone has presented their viewpoint and discussion has taken place, give students a few 
minutes to write about why so many perspectives exist and the complexity of  societal challenges. 
Have students share with their teammates for a final debrief  of  insights/questions/comments.  
 
Questions to consider: 

How did your background change your perspective? 
Was the problem immediate to you? 
What role did your ethics and morals play? 
What does this activity tell you about the complexities of  dealing with resource distribution 
in growing cities? 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Doctor Middle School Teacher Mechanic Restaurant Owner

Plumber Artist Stay-at-home Parent College Professor

Medical Researcher Police Officer Politician Computer 
Programmer

Grocery Store 
Employee

Sales Professional Postal Worker Journalist

 


