
 

Collaborative Question 2014 
 

 Welcome to the Posner Center for International Development, right here in Denver! You 
are a new tenant working on global water issues. At the Posner Center, you are surrounded by 
organizations with similar objectives such as iDE, AfricAid, Bridges to Prosperity, Engineers 
without Borders, iCATIS, One Acre Fund, and Meet the Middle East. You have already done 
research on these organizations, but now it is time to synthesize that information. You must 
choose three organizations to collaborate with from this list.  

1. Your team must first decide on a global water issue for your organization to focus on. 
This will take some collaboration on your part.  

 

2. Second, choose three organizations to partner with.  

 

3. Lastly, explain to the judges why you chose these organizations, and specifically how 
you would collaborate in order to solve the global water issue decided upon. Get creative! 
Remember that the judges may not know as much about these organizations as you do, so be sure 
to explain thoroughly. 

 

Below are the short descriptions of the organizations that were distributed before competition 
day, but be sure to use information from your further research in making your decision. 

 

 



 

More than 70 percent of the world’s poorest people are small scale farmers. For many of them, 
access to irrigation water provides a substantial productivity gain and increase in food 
production. iDE views productive water as the entry point to creating income opportunities for 
these 900 million people. We identify locations where improved access to water can have a 
positive impact, and then offer affordable technologies for lifting, storing, and distributing that 
water. iDE also looks for ways to reduce on-farm costs and increase margins available from 
market access and post-harvest activities. 

 

AfricAid is a nonprofit organization that supports girls’ education in Africa in order to provide 
young women with the opportunity to transform their own lives and the futures of their 
communities. Our approach is to reach, teach, and empower. AfricAid gives girls the basic 
opportunity to go to school, works to provide high-quality learning experiences and empowers 
these young girls to become leaders, reaching the next generation of girls. 

 

Bridges to Prosperity (B2P) envisions a world where poverty caused by rural isolation no longer 
exists.  Our community-driven projects provide basic access to healthcare, education and 
improved livelihoods via footbridge construction.  We build to educate by teaching design and 
construction both locally and globally.  We build to innovate through developing and openly 
sharing solutions that are safe, replicable, and locally viable. And we build to inspire, by 
providing opportunities for leadership development and personal growth through international 
collaboration. 



 

EWB-USA’s vision is a world in which the communities we serve can sustainably meet their 
basic human needs. Our community-driven development model empowers developing 
communities while simultaneously transforming EWB-USA members into global engineers who 
are equipped with both the technical and cross-cultural expertise to implement sustainable 
engineering solutions. As a result of EWB-USA’s ongoing projects, children can cross sturdy 
bridges to attend school, local clinics have consistent supplies of electricity, and families can 
access clean water. 

 

iCATIS’ mission is to continually push for the ability of economically limited peoples (ELP) to 
have access and knowledge for obtaining and improving ‘life’ needs. iCATIS uses a ‘Platform 
Approach’ to empower local communities to meet their own basic needs such as air, water, food, 
energy and shelter. Through low cost, locally produced technologies, we assist in building local 
businesses that ensure a sustainable future and regional expansion. 

 



 

One Acre Fund is a social enterprise in East Africa that invests in farmers to generate a 
permanent gain in farm income.  It provides farmers with a market bundle of farm inputs, 
financing, training, and market facilitation that enables farmers to double their income per 
planted acre.  One Acre Fund’s approach has won widespread validation, winning grants from 
the highly competitive Echoing Green and Skoll Foundations, and the Global Financial 
Times/IFC award for “basic needs financing”.  In 2013, One Acre Fund was listed as #18 in the 
Global Journal’s Top 100 NGOs. 

 

Meet the Middle East (MTME) is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to educate 
Americans on topics of culture, religion, geography, history and politics of the Middle East while 
fostering relationships between both regions.  MTME offers educational seminars and immersion 
travel to the region designed for high school and college students, adult learners and businesses 
interested in exploring emerging or existing markets in the Middle East. 


