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Activity 2.C: Smart City Design  
 
Phase: Introducing Smart Cities 
Subject: Geography, Sociology, Technology 
Estimated time: 1 hour + 
Materials: Tablets/Computers with Internet Access, note paper  
Learning Goals: Students will practice research skills and collect data on current cities around the 
globe that are on the cutting edge of  the Smart City evolution and then present their findings to the 
group. Focus will be on aspects of  smart cities students might use to stimulate their own creative 
ideas for their WAC project. 

 
1. Select City & Record “Smart” Aspects (10 min)  
Have students access the following website, which presents 8 Smart Cities and some specific actions 
steps they are taking that are moving their cities and their citizens into the future. 

https://www.wired.com/2015/09/design-issue-future-of-cities/  

Begin by reading the introduction on the WIRED page, describing the need for cities of  the future 
to carefully consider every aspect of  their design.  

Next, have each student select a city and read that section of  the article: 

 Las Angeles  Mecca 

 Shanghai  Nairobi 

 Medellín   San Francisco 

 Eindhoven  Dubai 

  

2. Research & Identify (15-20 min)  
Have the student answer the following questions about their selected city (additional research may 
be required):  

 a. On which continent and in which country is this city located? 

 b. How does the innovation presented in the Wired Article help the citizens of  this city? 

 c. Do you know of  any other cities with similar technology or systems in place? 

 d. Do you see this as a replicable innovation for other cities? 

 e. Do you feel this is a worthwhile allocation of  funds and resources for this city? 

 f. Can you think of  another place where this innovation or technology would be useful? 

 

https://www.wired.com/2015/09/design-issue-future-of-cities/
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3. Make a connection (5 min) 

Ask students to consider the “smart” aspect(s) of  the city they researched and whether or not this is 
something they would include in the design of  their own imaginary smart city. Why or why not? 

 
4. Share & Discuss (30-45 min)  

Ask students to share their findings with the rest of  the group one at a time.  They should present 
their city and all of  the answers to questions a-f above. After each city is presented, have the students 
discuss their opinions about the innovation or technology presented. Is it something they want to 
consider as they prepare their own WAC presentation. Does it connect to the subtopic they wish to 
focus on for 2017 WAC? If  so, save notes and resources for bibliography.  
 
 

 


