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Activity 4.B World Affairs: Is This A Good Solution? 
 

 
1. Read the scenarios aloud and have students use the scale to 

evaluate each situation individually.   
 
• Have students take turns reading scenarios. 
TIPS: 
• Periodically pause to allow students to pick out terms they need 

explained. 
• Encourage students to highlight, underline, circle themes.  
 
OVERVIEW: There are five different situations that exemplify the 
different entry points, perspectives, and problem-solving approaches 
that practitioners take when trying to find solutions to world affairs.  
 

15 minutes  
 

2. Have students go to their matching corner. 
• Give each corner of the room a number (1-4). 
• Present the first solution. 

Phase: Challenge, Solution, 
Presentation 
Subject: Critical Thinking, Reading 
Comprehension, International Studies  
Estimated Time: 1 hour  
Materials: Printout/Handout 
 
Learning Goals: For students 
to practice metrics and 
evaluation in the field of 
International Studies and 
global development. 
 

Is this a Good Solution Handout
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• Have students stand in the corner that matches their first response.  
TIPS: 
• Allow students the option to stand in the middle (a neutral zone). 

10 minutes 
 

3. Have students explain why they chose each number. 
 

• See the following pages for “Guiding Questions.” 
• Have students talk among their group to identify a collective answer. 
• Then, have students nominate a speaker to share with the group.  
TIPS: 
• To engage shy students, or to get quieter students a chance to share, 

nominate the speaker yourself.  
• If answers are short, go around the room and let everyone share who 

would like to.  
EXTRA FACTS / STATISTICS: 
• We have also included some “Extra Facts / Statistics” in the Activity 

Guide on the next page that you can use.  
• Read the extra facts and see if the students change their minds.  
• Have students move around if the new information changes which 

number they chose.  
 

35 minutes 
 

4. Repeat. 
 

• Repeat for as many solutions as you have time for or as many as you’d 
like.  

 
45 minutes – Four Corners Activity (Steps 2 & 3) 

 
5. Want More? 

• Consider other organizations like: 
o TomShoes - Global 
o Warbie Parker Glasses - Global 
o 31 Bits Jewelry - Uganda  
o The Giving Key Jewelry - US, LA 



           WAC Activities Guide 
Middle and High School Global Learning 

WAC ACTIVITIES GUIDE 77 
 

Teacher’s Notes on worksheet’s Organizations: 

World Affairs: Is This A Good Solution?  

The accounts below are drawn from true accounts of development work in the field. Guiding 
questions can be discussed before or after “Extra Facts” are shared.  

1. Peace Corps: Pathfinder #2 – Education 
 
“The Peace Corps has been a leader in international development and citizen 
diplomacy for more than 50 years across more than 140 countries. In an 
increasingly interdependent world, we tackle challenges that know no borders—
such as climate change, pandemic disease, food security, and gender equality and 
empowerment. Although times have changed since the Peace Corps' founding in 
1961, the agency's mission—to promote world peace and friendship—has not. 
Today, the Peace Corps is more vital than ever, working in collaboration with 
partner organizations and using cutting-edge technologies and well-tested best 
practices to enhance impact.”1 
 

i. Guiding Questions 
1. People who do Peace Corps are typically young Americans. 

However, they do not work in America. Is this good? 
2. Peace Corps is a US Government organization. How could the 

political nature of this organization effect its work? 
 

ii. Extra Facts / STATISTICS: 
1. Peace Corps' Stomp Out Malaria in Africa initiative mobilizes 

more than 3,000 Peace Corps Volunteers across the continent to 
make lasting impacts in malaria treatment and prevention. 

2. Since 1995, volunteers in 60 countries have established camps to 
promote the empowerment of women. 

3. Peace Corps experience can springboard careers in the 
government, nonprofit, academic, and private sectors. 

4. There are many options for Peace Corps Volunteers. Volunteers 
can serve for as long as two years, or as little as 3 months. 

 
2. Partners in Health: Pathfinder #5 – Health Care 
 

                                                
1 http://www.peacecorps.gov/volunteer/ 
2 http://www.pih.org/pages/our-vision 
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Whether to Liberia, Rwanda, or any of the countries we work and live, we go 
where we’re needed most. We care for patients in their homes and communities. 
We work in close partnership with local government officials and the world’s 
leading medical and academic institutions to build capacity and strengthen health 
systems. And we stay committed to accompanying the people and communities we 
serve for the long term.2 
 

i.  Guiding Questions 
1. Is it good that PIH works where they are “needed most?” How 

do they know where they are “needed most?” 
2. Why does it matter that PIH focuses on being long-term? 

 
ii. Extra Facts / STATISTICS: 

1. [Partners in Health] travel to remote places where health care 
options are limited or barely exist. 

2. PIH has trained and deployed more than 250 U.S.-based doctors, 
nurses, and other professionals, and hired more than 600 Ebola 
survivors as full-time support staff, community health workers, 
and orphan caregivers. 

 
3. One Acre Fund: Pathfinder #4, 10 – Agriculture, Entrepreneurship  
 
“Smallholder farmers living in remote places need support in more than one area. 
We provide a complete set of services within walking distance of the farmers we 
serve. Our service bundle includes: Financing for farm inputs, Distribution of seed 
and fertilizer, Training on agricultural techniques, Market facilitation to maximize 
profits from harvest sales. Farming is the dominant economic activity of the 
world’s poor. One Acre Fund makes that activity significantly more productive. 
We are growing as fast as possible to capture an incredible opportunity.”3 

 
i. Guiding Questions 

1. Is this really a “complete set?” What other services do you think 
are necessary here?  

2. Does this work effect other areas such as health, infrastructure, 
global gender gap? How and why? Is this positive or negative? 

3. This is a “market-based” solution because it uses 
entrepreneurship and economic growth to end poverty. Do you 
think this is a good approach?  

                                                
2 http://www.pih.org/pages/our-vision 
3 https://www.oneacrefund.org/our-approach/program-model 
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ii. Extra Facts / STATISTICS: 

1. One Acre Fund began in East Africa, and we currently serve 
farmers in Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania. 

2. In 2014, [One Acre Fund] achieved 99.3% loan repayment 
organization-wide, including 100% repayment in both Kenya and 
Burundi. 

 
4. Tibetan Ecology Foundation: Pathfinder #8 – Climate 
 
“Tibet Eco-Tours provides you with the experience of a lifetime AND preserves 
and protects Tibet’s ecology and culture.  We provide funds for Tibetan ecological 
education and conservation; supports a school that protects and fosters Tibetan 
culture and art, support local Tibetan businesses and communities; and protect the 
fragile land that you visit.  We promote responsible travel that minimizes impact 
on Tibet’s pristine environment and improves the well-being of local people.”4 
 

i. Guiding Questions 
1. What impact does “responsible-travel” have on foreigners? 
2. Is eco-tourism a holistic approach? What perspectives are 

portrayed, and which are missing?  
3. Have you traveled anywhere? How does that effect you? How 

does that effect the places you have been or will go?  
 

ii. Extra Facts / STATISTICS: 
1. Forty percent of the world's population depends on water that 

originates from Tibetan plateau. 
2. Tour prices range from $1,400.00 to $6,000.00 per person, 

depending upon the destination, route, duration, and special 
services requested—5% goes to the non-profit. 

 
5. UNICEF: Pathfinder #12 – Global Gender Gap 
 
“The “Girl Star” project is a series of films which documents stories of girls from 
the most disadvantaged communities across five Northern states [in India] who, 
through attaining education, have managed to break the shackles of socio-
economic constraints to make a success of their lives and become self sufficient.  
These young women have grown to become role models in their communities, 

                                                
4 http://www.tibetanecology.org/Tibetan-Eco-Tours/Tibet_Ecotourism.php?PatronizeTibetan=#10Percent 
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who inspire younger girls to go to school and continue their education. They have 
selected professions from the most conventional such as teaching and nursing, to 
the most unconventional like archery, bee-keeping, scrap management, often 
entering what has traditionally been a man’s domain.”5 
 

i. Guiding Questions 
1. UNICEF is part of the United Nations (UN). How does this 

effect their work in positive or negative ways? 
2. How can increased literacy rates help citizens? How important is 

literacy for other issues? 
 

ii. Extra Facts / STATISTICS: 
1. India’s national literacy rate of girls over seven years is 54% 

against 75% for boys.   
2. In the Northern Hindi-speaking states of India, girls’ literacy rates 

are particularly low, ranging between 33 – 50%. 
3. Although lower primary schools are within one kilometer of 94 

percent of India’s population, at an average every second girl child 
in India has not been enrolled.   

4. In Uttar Pradesh, the most populated state in India with a 
population of 172 million (larger than that of Brazil which ranks 
the fourth most populated country in the world) an average of 
only one out of four girls is enrolled in the upper primary school. 

5. Amongst the marginalized communities in the state of Bihar, the 
situation is far worse where only one out of every six girls is 
literate. The national average shows that there are twice as many 
illiterate women as there are men.  

 
  

                                                
5 http://unicef.in/PressReleases/339/Girl-Star-Project 


