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WACtivity 1.B The World at a Glance 

 

1. Quiz the students on basic geography 
 

● Write continents on the board as students name them (Make sure they get 
7, or supply those they’re missing before moving on)  

● Ask students to yell out countries in each continent. Write countries on 
the board as students yell them out. See how many countries the students 
collectively can name.  

● Ask the following questions (or come up with your own):  
○ Which parts of the world do we already know a lot about?  
○ Which parts of the world could we learn more about?  
○ Ask a few times: Why do you know about (France, Mexico, 

Afghanistan, Egypt, etc.)?  
○ What do you know about these countries - facts, food, history, 

culture, etc.?   
○ Where did they get that information: books, news, parents, school, 

media, etc.?   
○ (Ask once): Why don't you know about these other countries (like 

Burkina Faso or Malaysia)? 
TIPS: 
● There is an online game; when you type in the country name, it lights up 

on the map.  Instead of writing on the board, with a computer and a 
projector, you can do this with the group, typing in the responses as the 

Phase: Getting Started 
Subject: Geography, Math (Statistics), Social Studies  
Estimated Time: 45 minutes 
Materials: White Board, Computer, Projector, Internet Access  
 
Learning Goals: Assess students' knowledge of world geography and 
economic discrepancies. Using maps, students decipher high, upper 
middle, lower middle, and low-income countries.  
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students shout them out.  This lets them visualize where each country 
they know the name of is located and how much (or little) they know 
about certain regions of the world. 

● You can also have students do this individually in a computer lab.  
○ http://www.vacations.info/games/countries    

 
10 minutes 

 

2. Pose the Question: How Big is Africa? 
● Ask the students: How big is Africa compared to other parts of the world?  

Which countries could fit into Africa? 
● Look at the pictures on the sites below: 

○ http://jakubmarian.com/how-big-are-greenland-and-russia-in-
comparison-to-africa/    

○ http://static02.mediaite.com/geekosystem/uploads/2010/10/true
-size-of-africa.jpg    

● Have the students share some of their reactions. 
 
OVERVIEW: Even though most maps shrink Africa in comparison to 
countries in the Northern Hemisphere, making it look like its the size of 
Greenland, its actually much bigger than that.  Greenland is actually only the 
size of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  You could fit China, the US, 
India, and some of the bigger countries in Europe in Africa, all at the same 
time, and still have some room to spare. 

  
2-5 minutes 
 

3. Pose the Question: How Many People Live on Planet Earth? 
● Have each student make a guess of the current global population and 

write this on the board. 
● Go to this site and see the current count.   

○ http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ 
● Congratulate the student who was closest. 
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● Feel free to have them watch for a little while as births and deaths add and 
subtract from the running total. 

 
2-5 minutes 
 

4. Pose the Question: What is the Makeup of this 7.3+ Billion? 
● Use the interactive graphic at the link below to delve into this question: 

○ http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/03/age-of-man/face-
interactive 

● Explain that this is National Geographic’s representation of the face of 
humanity.   

● Ask: What country does this person looks like he's from? Why is that? 
(Answer: China – because that's the country with the highest population – 
1.35 billion) 

● Click on the bubbles on the left to show the top 3 languages, nationalities, 
religions, etc.   

● Have students verbally guess before you click each one.   
 

TIPS 

● With livelihood, have the students guess the order of prevalence of the 
following: agriculture, industry, service.   

● With urban vs. rural, have them guess which is the majority and the 
percentage of the total population, e.g. Rural 75%.   

● For literacy, have them guess the percentage. 
 

5-10 minutes 
 

5. Explore: The World by Population Density  
● Use the map found on the link below: 

○ http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/03/age-of-man/map-
interactive  

● Explain that this map is part of the same National Geographic article as the 
face with population statistics used in the last activity.   
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● Tell the students to disregard for the time being the differences in color 
and just look at where there is color on the map.  This represents 
population density - how many people live in that area.  The brighter the 
color (like in New England, Bangladesh, and mid-coastal China) the more 
crowded together people are in those areas (the more densely populated 
the area is).   

● Have the students comment on what they see about the distribution of the 
population on this map and what strikes them. 

● Point out regions of the world without much coloration.  (The Sahara in 
Africa, Siberia in Russia, the Outback in Australia).  Why don’t people live 
there?  (Those regions are uninhabitable deserts or tundras) 
 

5 minutes 
 

6. Explore: The World by Economic Status 
● Using the same map, now focus on the distinction between blue, purple, 

red, and yellow countries.  Explain that these colors represent the 
economic status of that country, whether people there have on average 
high income, upper middle income, lower middle income, or low income.   

● Ask: How much money does a person (on average) in a upper middle 
income country make (on average)?  (Answer: Between $3,946 and 
$12,195).   

● If a student answers successfully, ask: How did you know that?  (Answer: 
The key at the bottom of the map).  If no students can answer, draw 
attention to the key which differentiates the income levels and express the 
importance of looking for and understanding the key in order to know how 
to make sense of a map.   

● Have the students comment on some of the trends they see in the map. 
 
TIPS 

● You can mention that high income countries are considered ‘developed’ 
and the remaining categories include countries in various stages of 
development. 

● Questions to initiate discussion: 
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○ Where are high income countries mostly located? 
○ Where are low income countries mostly located? 
○ Are there any countries that economically seem out of place where 

they’re located? 
  
5 minutes 
 

7. Explore: Statistics about Global Reality 
● Using the same map, have the students name some countries in each 

economic category.   
● Have the students select together one country in each economic category 

to represent that category.  Write these on the board. (High: USA, Upper 
Middle: Brazil, etc.) 

● Click on the numbers (2 and 3 - don’t do 4 as this will be used for a later 
activity) in the upper right to see different statistics for each economic 
region.  

● As you read over each statistic, ask the students what it measures.  Make 
sure they account for which statistics are per 100 people (or percent) and 
which are per 1000. 

● Conclude by asking some follow-up questions:  
○ Which statistics struck you most?   
○ What do you think about the discrepancies between high income 

and low income countries?  
○ Is this fair? Do you want to do anything about it?  
○ What can we do? - (Assure the students that we’ll be addressing 

this last question for the next weeks and after doing some more 
research, we’ll find some better answers) 

TIPS 

● Have the students pick countries that they’re familiar with or have some 
connection to. 

● It’s not important that the students memorize the statistics, but that they 
get a good sense of the discrepancies between population density, 
economy, health, education, access to technology, etc., around the world.  



 WAC Activities Guide 
Middle and High School Global Learning 

  WAC ACTIVITIES GUIDE 14 
 

● Make sure to repeat the names of the countries that they chose when going 
through the statistics so that they can better imagine the reality in a specific 
country.  (Not “in low-income countries”, but instead “In Uganda” or “In 
low-income countries like Uganda”) 

● (If pressed for time), only focus on a few of the statistics.  Suggestions: 
(page 1) Life Expectancy at Birth, Deaths under Age Five, (page 2) 
Literacy, Urban Population. 

 
10 minutes 
 

8. Conclude the Activity 
● Ask the students what they learned about the world in these activities, what 

they didn't know that surprised them, what statistics or information struck 
them most, etc., to wrap up. 

 1-3 minutes 
 

Optional Continuation Activity / Additional Resources:  
 
(Suggested for a later date and time to delve into more specific statistics by country) 
 
If you want to continue the conversation of statistical differences between 
developed countries and countries at differing stages of development, use some of 
the following resources (or supply your own): 
   
● http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/resources/energydevelopment/energ

yaccessdatabase/ - Link to an Excel document which charts access to 
electricity (total, urban, and rural rates) by country on each continent 

● http://www.theglobaleducationproject.org/earth/human-conditions.php – 
Various statistics in map form (life expectancy, lack of safe drinking water 
access, etc.)   

● http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/data-release-map-2013.aspx – 
Global literacy (interactive - scroll over each country to see the percentage)
  

● http://www.pooreconomics.com/data/world-poverty-map – Percentage 
of population living on $1 or less per day (interactive)  
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● http://www.worldmapper.org/images/largepng/179.png – Map altered to 
show population living on $1 or less per day (bloated countries (e.g. China, 
India) have high population and high poverty, thinned out countries (e.g. 
Canada, Europe) have very few living on $1 or less) 

● http://www.unicefusa.org/infographic-world-water-crisis - Access to safe 
drinking water by country 

● http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global/wash_statistics.html – Statistics 
on water access and hygiene 

● https://developmentdaily.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/african-
independence-map.jpg – Map of colonization in Africa, showing which 
powers controlled each country and the date that that country achieved 
independence. This is good if you want to tie in colonization as a factor for 
underdevelopment in many countries.  

● http://i.imgur.com/LJMA8tQ.png – Map of the world by religions. Make 
sure to zoom in on the key in the upper right first to figure out the color 
spectrums (pink to red is Roman Catholic, light green to dark green is 
Islam, etc.). The darker the color, the more uniform the religious belief in 
that region (navy blue means that almost everyone is Protestant), the lighter 
the color, the more religious diversity, (baby blue means that the majority 
group is Protestant, but that there are many other minority groups present 
as well) 

  


